Last Name 7

Name
Professor

Course
Date
Comparison of Robert Frost and Donald Barthelme
Introduction
Robert Frost was an American poet who was born in 1874 and died in 1963 (Barron 188). He specialized in poetry work, which was initially published in England before it was printed in America. He often wrote about the settings from rural life in New England at the beginning of the twentieth century. He used that setting to scrutinize complex philosophical and social themes and simplify them using poetry. Most of his work was based on real-life stories including events that were happening at that time. He received various awards during his lifetime, including being awarded the Congressional Gold Medal in 1960 for his exemplary poetry work. He is also the only poet to have gotten four Pulitzer Prizes for Poetry, an achievement, which has never been equaled to date. His work made him become America's rare public literary figure. He was named Poet Laureate of Vermont in 1961. 
Donald Barthelme, on the other hand, was an American writer of short stories and a novelist who was famous for his playful, postmodernist style of short fiction (Couturier 46). He was younger than Frost, being born in 1931, and died in 1989. He used his work to highlight the happenings of the world through telling the stories in an interesting way. Barthelme worked for the Houston Post as a newspaper reporter and was also the director of the Contemporary Arts Museum in Houston. He is also credited for being among the founders of the Creative Writing Program at the University of Houston. This is a critical comparative analysis paper that will analyze the works of Frost and Barthelme. 

Comparison of Robert Frost and Donald Barthelme Work
Type of Writing

Frost specialized in poetry work while Barthelme was a short story writer and novelist. The authors differed in their areas of specialization. Frost's work was a form of literature, which involved the use of aesthetic and rhythmic language qualities to passage a message that he wanted. In his poems, sound symbolism, and phonaesthetics were used to evoke meaning (Hoffman 168). He was also great in different elements, forms, and genres of poetry. Examples of some of the greatest poems by Frost include The Road Not Taken, which describes the ways of making a difference in the world. Another example includes the poem; Nothing Gold can Stay that suggests that everything good eventually comes to an end. He was a professional poet and therefore adopted a formal way of writing his poems. Almost all of his work was published due to the professionalism in which he exhibited while writing.

Barthelme, in his short stories, focused on writing pieces of prose fiction, which could be typically read in one sitting. Most of his short stories aimed at evoking a single effect (Couturier 56). His stories made the use of resonance, a plot as well as dynamic components but all these to a lesser degree compared to long story. An example of a book containing his short stories is the Forty Stories by Donald Barthelme, which includes a collection of short and dazzlingly acerbic pieces. Among the stories include A Few Moments of Sleeping and Walking as well as The Flight of Pigeons from the Palace. He also wrote both fictional and non-fictional novels while making use of the writing styles. Just like Frost, Barthelme was a professional short-story writer and novelist and therefore adopted a formal way of delivering his stories. Most of his work was also published just like the work of Frost.

Writing Styles 

Frost had extraordinary skills in using dramatic scenes or monologues. A dramatic monologue is a kind of lyric poem where one person expresses the speech and makes up the whole of the poem (Kim 155). These skills were expressed with total mastery in verses, and they looked like the rhythms of real speeches. For instance, in his poetry work, A Servant to Servants, there is a depressed half-mad woman who was speaking of her inner voice about serving men in asylums. In addition, Frost was skilled in representing real-life human beings experiences in his amazing poems, particularly husband-wife relationships (Kim 158). The aim of mostly using human relationships in his poem was to dramatize real-life marital differences. In doing that, he employed the use of dramatic monologues. Randall Jarrell, a critique, was always positive when analyzing Frost's poems. He stated that Frost was the greatest American poet of that century (Jarrell 114). He further noted that the virtues of Frost were extraordinary, and no other living poet wrote to the level of Frost. His style also came as formal, very short, and complex. He became a renowned professional, and perfected the art of writing formal and complex poems. To understand even his short poems, an audience required complex analysis and real thought. For example, the poetry, Fire and Ice was short, elaborate and formal. It was presented in a formal way but required thorough analysis to understand its meaning. Generally, his style of writing included various poetic elements such as great rhythms that ensured the poems had amazing flow. He also used differed genres, such as dramatic poetry, lyric poetry, and narrative poetry. 

Barthelme fiction was influenced by the 20th-century anguish. His style received different views from the audience. Some praised it for being intensely disciplined, while others stated that it was meaningless academic postmodernism. His stories relied on the buildup of unrelated details and avoided the traditional plot structures. He collated different events and made a story out of the events. His writing style can be described as humorous and concise (Trussler 260). For example, a humorous story of looking for a cure to death is expressed in his most popular story The School. That is a classic escalation story that becomes magnificent as it continues, thereby achieving its humor. It starts with a failed class gardening project, which is an ordinary situation. The classroom failures then pile, and hence, buildup gets preposterous. The failures involve a salamander, herb gardens as well as a puppy. The fact that the storyteller's understated, conversational tone never goes high to the level of preposterousness makes the story funnier. His storytelling continues in a normal way as if such occurrences are entirely understandable. In the story, he takes the events as just a run of bad luck. He is also known to be a master of irony and form. For example, the irony of attraction exists in his story Snow White where there is an inversion of expectation around the attraction. White's attraction to Paul does not show any promise, and Bergerac's attraction to White leads to the killing of her possible boyfriend. That explains the irony of this story.
Themes

There are various themes in Frost's work. However, the main themes, which are central and evident in most of his work, include nature, isolation, and everyday life (Barron 195). The theme of nature was crucial to Frost's work, and he placed a lot of importance on it. The inspiration behind nature in most of his work came from the time he spent in New England, where most of the pastoral scenes that he describes in his poems were real in New England. He, however, does not limit his work to the pastoral themes such as shepherds and sheep. He also describes the challenges that happened within the natural world, such as nature's destructive side, as was in the poem, Once by the Pacific. The poem After Apple-Picking describes the conflict of the changing seasons. In the poem, there is a line that says, “a day of harvesting fruits leads to a new understanding of life's final sleep or death.” That describes the changing seasons. Isolation of a person is another prominent theme in Frost's poems. Most of the characters in his poems are isolated in a way. Those with no signs of loneliness or depression, such as the narrators in Fire and Ice and The Sound of Trees, are still characterized as separated from the society or isolated due to their different perspectives. Isolation has come out as a destructive force. For instance, in the Lockless Door, the speaker has stayed in a cage for a long period making them scared of answering to a door knock. The isolation makes individuals afraid and unable to fulfill their potential. According to Frost, the isolation can be evaded through interacting with others as no one can live in isolation. It portrays the need to collaborate in real-life since isolation can destroy a person. The theme of daily life is also common in Frost's work since he views it as the most real side of humanity. Most of his daily activities scenes had much-hidden meaning. For instance, in his poem, Mowing, trimming hay with a scythe demonstrated the values of hard work in everyday lives and the traditions of living in New England.

Barthelme also used various themes in his work. Unlike Frost, who had themes that were inevitable to feature in most of his poems, Barthelme had many different themes for each of his stories (Trussler 280). For instance, in his famous short story, The School, there were several themes, including mortality, uncertainty, innocence, curiosity, fear, and reassurance. Uncertainty was evident in the entire story as Edgar was not sure of what happens to a man after death or the reasons orange trees may have died or the causes of the mortalities in the stories. Just like Edgar, other children in the story also remain fearful and unsure of the reasons behind death. Like Frost, Barthelme also uses the theme of Isolation in some of his stories. For instance, in the story, games, themes of isolation, freedom, hostility, trust, doubt, and connection are evident. In the story, Shotwell is not ready to welcome the narrator to his game of jacks; he instead prefers to play alone. Additionally, both Shotwell and the narrator were stuck in the bunker isolated from each other for 133 days (Trussler 280). Just like in the poem Lockless Door, isolation in the game is destructive and may make a person feel unwell. Freedom is essential for any person to succeed. While the two are isolated, they feel the need to hold each other and get connected. The themes of hostility, trust, and doubt came when the narrator is not allowed to play the game of Shotwell. The narrator brings out the idea of hostility and mistrust. In real life, Barthelme was highlighting to the audience the hostility and distrust between America and the Soviet Union. The themes of independence, aspiration, reality, freedom, and control are also evident in Barthelme's I bought a little city. In the story, the narrator is attempting to control Galveston's landscape. He tells the enforcement officers on what to do. For example, in one instance, he tells an officer to get him a chicken; he acted like a dictator. He aspires to control everything but fails to control the residents in the city.

Conclusion
Robert Frost and Donald Barthelme were an exceptional poet and short story writer, respectively. They did impressive works during their times and were recognized for the exemplary work with various awards. For instance, Frost received the Congressional Gold Medal award in 1960 while Barthelme was awarded the Time Magazine Best Books of the Year List for the book City Life in 1971. Some of the great work that they did, including their styles of writing have been explained above. There writing styles were different, although both authors' works were published due to the quality of their works. They focused on quality production that were based on real-life events. They were also influenced or inspired by different people. For instance, Frost was influenced by John Keats, Robert Graves, and Thomas Hardy, among others. On the other hand, Barthelme was influenced by Arthur Rimbaud, Samuel Beckett, and John Barth, among others. There were both similarities and differences in the themes that they chose for their works. For instance, the theme of isolation has featured in both authors' works. Some themes, such as nature, appear more in Frost's work than in Barthelme's work. The setting of the works by the two authors depended on each of the works. For instance, the short story the school by Donald Barthelme took place in a school. On the other hand, the setting of Frost was mostly influenced by rural life in New England at the beginning of the twentieth century. The bottom line in the works of these two authors is that both were exceptional in what they did, and very many generations will remember and use their works.
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